Ashes, Ashes

B. Iden Payne Theatre, through Nov. 17

If kids today can handle a villain such as “He-
Who-Must-Not-Be-Named"” in the adventures of
Harry Potter, then why can't the fairy tales of today
unsheathe the protective covering over inconvenient
truths? After all, today's kids are the ones who will
be left to grapple with the greater
conflicts of climate change and the
stark reality determined by current
public-policy-makers. So it's reassur-
ing to see Eve Tulbert, a graduate
with an M.F.A. from the University
of Texas’ Department of Theatre &
Dance and Theatre for Youth, write
a fairy tale that is so succinct in the
context of the issue of pollution and
oppression with a plot so wonderfully
uncomplicated that we never get lost. UT's premiere
production of Tulbert’s fable brings it to life in such
a way that it's as dark (literally) as it is enchanting
with sooty imagination.
Ashes, Ashes is a postapocalyptic fairy tale about
a girl growing up in a world covered by an ash cloud.
It rains ash. Ash coats the ground and coats peoples’ lungs. Nini
has never seen the sun, and when- her sick mother tucks her in at
“night,” she wishes her daughter “Good Dark.” At the break of light,
people come crawling out of the darkness with lights hanging from
their heads like pilot fish and turn on the big light in the sky with
snaps, crackies, and pop motions like those of cheerleaders. When
" Nini goes to school, she finds that a classmate has “disintegrated,”
disappeared, a common problem. After they vamsh their names get
trashed in the coal hole, along with some of the history of the world
and a few unpopular words. Eventually, Nini jumps down the infinite
hole, not looking for a rabbit but for one of those words, and in doing
s0 meets some fantastical characters along the way, including a
matronly (though usually frightening) Baba Yaga.

This production is intended for all ages, but you can tell that somie -

of the elaborate acting and pratfalls of a character named Stopwatch
(a comical Leslie Chastain) and the villainess character History Book

Emily Tindall (1) and
Kristin Leahey

(a stern Chibbi Ordufia) have been elevated so that-the show is more
kid-friendly. Without seeming overly babyish, Emily Tindall bares a
childlike soul for the part of Nini. She is part of an all-American fam-
ily, with warm and loving parental figures played my Kristin Leahey
and Rodney Richardson. A chorus of six people create a Kali-like

character, morphing over one another with the strength and agjlity of

a company of Martha Graham dancers. i
The script required a lot of inspiration from the production crew.
Director Dustin Wills had to figure out how to separate water from
stone. To realize elements like the hat lights or harnesses, scenic
designer Lisa Laratta had to work with costume designer Sarah
Mosher, who had to work with lighting designer Paul Hancock, all
collaborating in one another’s spaces. They were inspired to use
recycled newspaper for ash and figured out how to make characters
disintegrate. And since the audience is sitting on the B. Iden Payne
stage, making it @ more intimate arena, we can't help but be sucked
into the magic of the infinite hole. -

~ Patti Hadad

calendar » COMMUNITY » ARTS » FILM » MUSIC

Visual Arts

EVENTS )

AAIPP: BUILDING ART IN A PUBLIC LANDSCAPE
This forum explores public artwork in Austin and
around the country, with viewpoints from experts in
the fieid. Thu., Nov. 8, 7-9pm. 1165 Angelina,
974-4926. www.cl.austin.tx.us.

WOMEN & THEIR WORK: GETTING YOUR SHIT
TOGETHER Informative and fun workshop will give
you many resources, ideas, and strategies for
making your way through whatever “art world” you
choose to participate in. GYST Software Launch: ..
Fri., Nov. 9, 7-10pm. GYST Workshop for Artists;
Sat., Nov. 10, 10am-4pm. 1710 Lavaca, 477-1064.
$30. www.womenandthelrwork.org.

OPENING

AVENUE GALLERY: THE MANY FACES OF
DUNCAN features photographs of the. popular
Scottish Fold cat belonging to photographer Kip
Holm. Duncan will be in attendance. Reception:
Thu., Nov. 8, 6-9pm. 1510% S. Congress, 442-3600.
WWW. avenuegallerysoco com.

1906 GALLERY: PORTRAIT OF A REFUGEE This is
the last exhibition for the 1906 Gallery, and it's a hell
of a fine one. It features new works by Mirak Jamal,
the fierce artist and former Austinite whose family
was forced out of the U.S. — they're Iranian; you sup-
pose that might have something to do with it? — and
had to take refuge in Canada. Now Jamal returnsto
this country for the first time since relocation, bring: ™
ing a wealth of bold and arch new paintings for his
first solo exhibition. Never mind the politics: This guy
has some serious design chops. Recommended.
Reception: Fri,, Nov. 9, 7-11pm. Exhibition: Through
Dec. 9. 301+ Ch/con, 6280712, www.thlscitylsoumcom

CLOSING

SLUGFEST: THE MYTHS OF THAILAND presents
the beautiful etchings of Sirapoom Chaveesuk.
Through Nov. 11. 1906 Miriam, 477-7204.
www.slugfestprints.com.

* OKAY MOUNTAIN: IMPISH ANIMAL Jason Villegas,

through works on paper, sculpture, and instaliation,
immerses us in a primodial sea of frenetic mutation
and relentless consumption. Through Nov. 11.
1312 E. Cesar Chavez Ste. B. www.okaymountain.com.



