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the arts
2010 B. Iden Payne Awards
Among nominees, 'Murder Ballad' scores a big hit
BY ROBERT FAIRES,  FRI.,  OCT.  8,  2010

The ghost-faced killers of Murder Ballad Murder Mystery left a
long line of bodies across the swamp, but the list of nominations
their show racked up for the 2010 B. Iden Payne Awards looks
to be even longer. The Tutto Theatre Company/Vortex Repertory
Company co-production received 11 nominations, the most of
any show this year, for the annual awards handed out by the
Greater Austin Creative Alliance (formerly the Austin Circle of
Theatres). Murder Ballad earned recognition for production of
music theatre; Dustin Wills' direction; the performances by
Florinda Bryant, Robert Pierson, Content Love Knowles, and the
ensemble; the designs by Lisa Laratta (set), Megan M. Reilly
(lighting), and Kim H. Ngo (costumes); and the original score and
musical direction by Mark Stewart and Andy Tindall. It was one of
two homegrown musicals mounted by the Vortex that earned a lot
of love from the awards nominating committee. The company's remount of Sleeping Beauty, as adapted by Artistic
Director Bonnie Cullum and Knowles, scored eight nominations, including nods for production of a musical,
Knowles' original score and musical direction, and Cullum's direction. The Vortex's 19 nominations were the most
for any producing organization this year.

Other nominees taking top honors: Trouble Puppet Theater Company's adaptation of Upton Sinclair's The Jungle
with seven noms (production of a drama; the script, set design, and direction by company Artistic Director Connor
Hopkins; Stephen Pruitt's lighting design; Eliot Haynes' sound design; and Justin Sherburn's original score), plus a
special certificate for the puppetry work; the Gilbert & Sullivan Society of Austin's production of G&S operetta The
Yeomen of the Guard with seven (production of music theatre, Ralph MacPhail Jr.'s direction, Jeffrey Jones-
Ragona's music direction, and acting by Patricia Combs, David Fontenot, Michelle Haché, and Holton Johnson);
Zach Theatre's staging of the faux Twenties musical The Drowsy Chaperone, also with seven (production of music
theatre, Nick Demos' direction, acting by the full cast, Allen Robertson's music direction, Robin Lewis' choreography,
Susan Branch Towne's costume design, and Craig Brock's sound design); and Breaking String Theater's production
of Chekhov's The Cherry Orchard, with six (production of a comedy; Graham Schmidt's direction; performances by
Matt Radford, Liz Fisher, and Nigel O'Hearn; and Adam Hilton's sound design), plus a special certificate for
Schmidt's original translation of the script.

Overall, 56 productions mounted from September 2009 to August 2010 received nominations, which are made by a
committee of volunteers who regularly see productions throughout the year. The awards are determined by a vote
of members in the alliance, which receives ballots that are tabulated by the accounting firm of KPMG and held in
secret until  the ceremony. This year's will be Monday, Nov. 1, 7pm, in the Rollins Studio Theatre of the Long Center
for the Performing Arts. In addition to the presentation of the regular awards, the ceremony will include presentation
of the Special Recognition Award, given annually by the organization's board to an individual or entity that has
made exceptional contributions to Austin theatre. This year's honorees are the Rude Mechanicals. Improvisation
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HOW HIGH Divination or hallucinogenic drug? Whichever
way you look at it, The Spirit Molecule is gonna move you.
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Austin ISD's looming financial crisis is a statewide story

ONE MORE DETOUR ON HOLLY STREET Power
plant demolition delay reprises neighborhood history

SHOOT OUT THE LIGHTS Bare buzz, bare butts: The
Bright Light Social Hour shakes it

THE WAR ON TALKING ABOUT THE DRUG WAR
Border Patrol agent loses job after stating the obvious

REVIEW: THE EAGLE This sword-and-sandals epic is
an old-fashioned boys' adventure tale about Roman
warriors in the second century.
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The Marchesa Hall & Theatre
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CINE LAS AMERICAS: RABIA (RAGE) at Takoba

 keyword  SEARCH     NEWSLETTERS

YEAR THIRTY | SXSW | AUSTIN  MUSIC  AWARDS | CONTESTS | HAPPY  HOURS

VIEWED  E -MAILED  COMMENTED

HOME NEWS ARTS BOOKS FOOD SCREENS MUSIC BLOGS CALENDAR SPECIAL PROMOTIONS ADS CLASSIFIEDS PERSONALS

http://www.austinchronicle.com/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/news/2011-03-04/less-is-still-less/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/news/2011-03-04/less-is-still-less/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/arts/2011-03-04/hedda-games/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/arts/2011-03-04/hedda-games/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/food/2011-03-04/let-the-good-times-roll/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/food/2011-03-04/let-the-good-times-roll/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/screens/2011-03-04/congratulations-you-are-now-the-proud-owner-of-your-future/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/screens/2011-03-04/congratulations-you-are-now-the-proud-owner-of-your-future/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/music/2011-03-04/sturgeons-revelation/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/music/2011-03-04/sturgeons-revelation/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/binary/ed45/arts_feature6.jpg
http://www.austinchronicle.com/arts/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/authors/robert-faires/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/issues/2010-10-08/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/screens/2011-02-11/how-high/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/news/2011-02-11/neighborhoods-schools-and-budgets/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/news/2011-01-21/one-more-detour-on-holly-street/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/music/2011-02-11/shoot-out-the-lights/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/news/2011-02-04/the-war-on-talking-about-the-drug-war/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/calendar/film/2011-02-11/the-eagle/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/calendar/music/texas-heritage-songwriters-hall-of-fame-awards-1154830/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/calendar/litera/staple-the-independent-media-expo-1133036/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/calendar/the-young-ones/zilker-kite-festival-1149952/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/calendar/film/special-screenings/1154576/
http://www.facebook.com/AustinChronicle
http://www.austinchronicle.com/Twitter/
http://www.flickr.com/chrontourage/
http://www.myspace.com/austinchronicle
http://www.austinchronicle.com/gyrobase/rss/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/newsletters
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BwfCBQP9zTcbCJdG9sQeLprzgCd-r6oQCAAAAEAEg07yIEzgAUI3igkxY78zJqiFgydbljOSk8BOyARd3d3cuYXVzdGluY2hyb25pY2xlLmNvbboBCTcyOHg5MF9hc8gBA9oBSGh0dHA6Ly93d3cuYXVzdGluY2hyb25pY2xlLmNvbS9hcnRzLzIwMTAtMTAtMDgvMjAxMC1iLWlkZW4tcGF5bmUtYXdhcmRzL5gC8C7AAgLgAgDqAgtMZWFkZXJib2FyZPgC8NEekAPoApgD6AKoAwHIAxXgBAE&num=0&sig=AGiWqtzSjksYkFscHFarIskdhJ4qltho3Q&client=ca-pub-6178962258088109&adurl=http://polls.ruxton.com/polls/rux/jazzfest/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/year-thirty/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/sxsw
http://www.austinchronicle.com/austin-music-awards/show/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/contests/
http://happyhours.austinchronicle.com/austin/find/places
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=B7XgoQP9zTa6iLay7sQeOpYi0A_-hv-sBAAAAEAEg07yIEzgAUIvKt9v7_____wFY94fPzx1gydbljOSk8BOyARd3d3cuYXVzdGluY2hyb25pY2xlLmNvbcgBAtoBSGh0dHA6Ly93d3cuYXVzdGluY2hyb25pY2xlLmNvbS9hcnRzLzIwMTAtMTAtMDgvMjAxMC1iLWlkZW4tcGF5bmUtYXdhcmRzL-ABAsACAuACAOoCCVBlbmNpbEJhcvgC8NEegAMBkAPoApgD6AKoAwHIAxXgBAE&num=0&sig=AGiWqtytYAFgTzjah1-N-o_bagX3d8pRww&client=ca-pub-6178962258088109&adurl=http://www.discountelectronics.com
http://www.austinchronicle.com/arts/2010-10-08/2010-b-iden-payne-awards/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/arts/2010-10-08/2010-b-iden-payne-awards/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/arts/2010-10-08/2010-b-iden-payne-awards/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=B7DNKQP9zTeu6OIq2sQekzrWLBo_y4oECAAAAEAEg07yIEzgAUOPzmbz6_____wFY58y61CBgydbljOSk8BOyARd3d3cuYXVzdGluY2hyb25pY2xlLmNvbboBCjMwMHgyNTBfYXPIAQLaAUhodHRwOi8vd3d3LmF1c3RpbmNocm9uaWNsZS5jb20vYXJ0cy8yMDEwLTEwLTA4LzIwMTAtYi1pZGVuLXBheW5lLWF3YXJkcy_gAQOYAognwAIC4AIA6gIJUmVjdGFuZ2xl-ALw0R6QA-gCmAPoAqgDAcgDFeAEAQ&num=0&sig=AGiWqtwlbcdvjsfdF0vfQKGs2ViO4OIYog&client=ca-pub-6178962258088109&adurl=http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/N3941.280960.VOICEMEDIAGROUPLLC/B5198619.18%3Bsz%3D300x250%3Bpc%3D%5BTPAS_ID%5D
http://www.austinchronicle.com/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/news/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/arts/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/books/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/food/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/screens/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/music/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/blogs/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/calendar/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/special/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/promotions/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/ads/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/classifieds/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/personals/


3/6/11 3:40 PM2010 B. Iden Payne Awards - Arts - The Austin Chronicle

Page 2 of 3http://www.austinchronicle.com/arts/2010-10-08/2010-b-iden-payne-awards/

SHARE

 

guru Les McGehee will serve as emcee. The public is welcome. For more information, including the full list of
nominees, visit www.austincreativealliance.org.
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SHAMEFUL STATS There are no philosophical
discussions, no finger-pointing, no blame games; just a
straightforward list that shows ...

DISGUSTED WITH COUNCIL'S DESCISION ON
PARK PUD I am writing to express my total dismay and
near disgust with our current City Council's ...

'THIS IS A CODED MESSAGE' This is a coded
message. Every time I hear the song “The Cave” by
Mumford & ...
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