Review: 'Murder Ballad Murder Mystery' | Austin Arts: Seeing ... http://www.austin360.com/blogs/content/shared-gen/blogs/austi

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
PRINT OR E-EDITION

Register Now | Sign In | E-mail preferences NEWS ENTERTAINMENT HOOKEM.COM CLASSIFIEDS CARS HOMES JOBS
HOME I A-LIST I EVENTS I MUSIC I MOVIES I TV I FOOD/DRINK I ARTS I RECREATION SPAS/SALONS I BLOGS I PHOTOS/VIDEO CUSTOMER SERVICE

ADVERTISE
Move forward with Meet the Artists  Children’s Event
StatesmanHomes D RUSSELL COLLECTION Sat, Apri 24th 6-9pm  Sar. April 24th 11-12pm
FINE ART Sun., April 251h 1-4pm ,
e » a Uncrmting Parry | PISVP: 512478.4440
-t Apr. 16th 68pm  Preview Appointments

O Events O Venues O Movies O Restaurants @ Performers
+ Add Listing

SEARCH

@ site O web () Archive Web Search by YAHOO!

ROYAL CARIBBEAN
y AUDITIONS
ellle) 2l

Currently in your Area...
RECENT ARTS COVERAGE

riting Latino lives: EricaOs SaenzOs new play OKeeping TrackO spins comedy AUDITIONING PROFESSIONAL

laround family issues | Soweto Gospel Ch0|r belnd gosgel W|th African roots|

« Singers + Dancers + Gymnasts - Ballroom Dancers «

Follow @artsinaustin on Twitter

Austin360 blogs > Austin Arts: Seeing Things > Archives > 2009 > November > 02
> Entry

Jeanne Claire van Ryzin Review: OMurder Ballad Murder Mysteryf)
is the arts critic for the

Austin American- By Jeanne Claire van Ryzin | Monday, November 2, 2009, 12:51 PM

Statesman where she has

worked since 1999. She 1tOs a not a spoiler to say that everyone dies by the end of OMurder Ballad Murder

moved to Austin from Mystery,0 a new musical play by Elizabeth Doss, a co-production of Vortex

New York City in 1986. Repertory-Tutto Theatre Company.

Her work has appeared in . ~ Old Settler's Reggae Fest Old Settler's
Architecture, Art Papers, Dying N well, murder N gets going from the get-go in this free-spirited if Music Festival, Music Festival
Dwell and The Review of problematic production directed by Dustin Wills. Day 2

Contemporary Fiction,
among other publications.
When she is not busy
seeing things in Austin,
she travels to see even
more things.

Doss, Wills and set designer Lisa Laratta place this wanna-be allegory in a stylized
world thatOs a kind of bayou/Southern gothic. Actors cavort in a shallow pool center
stage or climb the sprawling platform structure that rings the center seating section.
A motley four-piece bluegrass band strolls around, acting as clowns and chorus
both. ThereOs a husband-killing tough olO gal, legendary murderer Stagger Lee, a
Bonnie and Clyde-esque young couple and a pair of young backwoods sisters
whose crashing boredom leads to N oh, take a guess.

Carrie Underwood, Taylor
Swift in ACM spotlight

A note on commenting

You can comment on The dead and the living, the past and the present, are intimately intwined in Doss E
entries, but they will not and WillsO Americana vaudeville-esque setting. And Mark Stewart and Andy y
be posted until they are Tindall®s twangy bluegrass music provides the aural atmosphere in the perpetually
reviewed by the blogger. half-lit world. And the ensemble cast is full of energetic acting. I
But with little linearity to it, OMurder Ballad Murder MysteryO trades a little too much
RSS feed on atmosphere. Plenty is suggested and yes, quirky, delightful scenario after quirky, o ) ) .
If you use an RSS reader, | delightful scenario is unveiled and presented for our consideration. ¥ 'Glee’ among GLAAD Media Awards winners
here is the feed for this . . .
blog: XML. But as imaginative as each of those scenarios are, they lack a kind of friction with ¥ Hollywood vs. The Volcano: Ash disrupts celebs

each other. Never quite able to stick together, the individual pieces of OMurder
» Learn more about RSS. Ballad Murder MysterO just miss at being a whole.

> . - ¥ Victim's stepdad told to pay singer's legal costs
AFAQ on Web logs OMurder Ballad Murder Mystery® continues through Nov. #ww.tuttotheatre.org P paysing 9
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